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Introduction

TO
Numbers in Scripture
FOR 

Beginners

Numbers in Scripture 
The Bible is not just another book, it is God’s inspired “Word.” God does not say something just for the sake of speaking. There are certain numbers that are used frequently and have symbolic meanings and picture certain truths. This is not to say every time that a number is used that they do this.  Below are some of the numbers I believe do teach us these truths.
Num. 1.
God is one
Some of this material is from the NUMERICAL BIBLE.
It excludes all others:

Deut. 6:4 “The Lord our God is one Lord.” 
Isa. 44:6  “Thus says the LORD the King of Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of hosts; I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God.” 

Zech. 14:9 “In that day there shall be one Lord, and His name one.” (This is about the second coming and the Millennium) 
It speaks, of sufficiency which needs no other power, and is independent. 
God sees marriage as one: Gen. 2:24 “Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother
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, and shall cleave unto his wife
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: and they shall be one flesh.”
God sees the Church as one: I Cor. 12:13 “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body
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, whether [
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we be
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]
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 Jews or Gentiles
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, whether [

HYPERLINK "_STRONG_G1401|_STRONG2_|_STRONG3_|_NOLINK_|verse:46.12.13|modid:kjv"
we be
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 bond or free
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; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.”

Num. 2.
Testimony
The Second Person of the Godhead is “the True Witness”: 

John 5:31-32 “If
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 I
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 bear witness
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 of
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 myself
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, my
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 witness
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 is
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 not
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 true. 32 There is
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 another
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 that bears witness
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 of
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 me; and I know
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 that
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 the witness which
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 he witness
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 of
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 me is
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 true.” 

John 8:16 “And

HYPERLINK "_STRONG_G2532|_STRONG2_|_STRONG3_|_NOLINK_|verse:43.8.16|modid:kjv"
 yet
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 if
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 I
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 judge
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, my
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 judgment is
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 true: for
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 I am
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 not
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 alone
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, but
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 I
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 and
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 the Father
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 that sent
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 me.” 
The Second Person of the Godhead is “the Word of God.”

Rev. 19:13 “And he  (Jesus) [
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was
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 clothed with a vesture dipped in blood

HYPERLINK "_STRONG_G2532|_STRONG2_|_STRONG3_|_NOLINK_|verse:66.19.13|modid:kjv"
: and his name is called ‘The Word of God.’” 

The testimony of two men are accepted:
Deut. 17:6 “At the mouth of two witnesses, or three witnesses, shall he that is worthy of death be put to death; but at the mouth of one witness he shall not be put to death.” 
Deut. 19:15 “One witness shall not rise up against a man for any iniquity, or for any sin, in any sin that he sins: at the mouth of two witnesses, or at the mouth of three witnesses, shall the matter be established.”
Disciples sent out 2 by 2 to witness:
Mark 6:7 “And he called [
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unto him
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 the twelve, and began to send them forth by two and two; and gave them power over unclean spirits.” 
The Mercy Seat:
Ex. 25:17 “And thou shall make a mercy seat (cf. Rom. 3:25; Heb. 9:5) of pure gold:…19 And make one cherub on the one end, and the other cherub on the other end: even of the mercy seat shall ye make the cherubims on the two ends thereof. 20 And the cherubims shall stretch forth their wings on high, covering the mercy seat with their wings, and their faces shall look one to another; toward the mercy seat shall the faces of the cherubims be. 21 And thou shall put the mercy seat above upon the ark; and in the ark thou shall put the testimony that I shall give thee. 22 And there I will meet with thee, and I will commune with thee from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubims which are upon the ark of the testimony, of all things which I will give thee in commandment unto the children of Israel. 
Jacob had two dreams from God, (Gen. 28:12; 31:10-11) and also Joseph (Gen. 37:5, 9). The Butler and the Backer each had a dream the same night, (Gen. 40:5) and Pharaoh had two dreams from God (Gen. 41:1, 5, see v. 32) and they all became true. 

Num. 3.
Manifestation.
Three is the number of Persons in the Godhead, of the divine fullness, therefore, until we reach this, God is not fully manifested. The Spirit is He who makes the truth of God real to the believer.
God Spoke (manifested Himself) to the nation of Israel: 
Ex. 19:11  “And be ready against the third day: for the third day the LORD will come down in the sight of all the people upon mount Sinai.” 

Ex. 19:15  “And he said unto the people, Be ready against the third day: come not at your wives.” 

Ex. 19:16  And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, that there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet exceeding loud; so that all the people that was in the camp trembled. 

(NOTE) The third day means the day after tomorrow. The Hebrews counted the day that they spoke as day one. Example: Jesus appeared to the disciples on Sunday the day of His resurrection and said that He would see them again after eight days.  He saw them again on the following Sunday. Cf. John 20:19 with verse 26.  Any part of a Day (24 hours) counts as a day. Read RHL Bible Matt. 12:40 (NOTE) 
The Tri-unity of the Godhead always works in unison:
Creation: 
Gen. 1:1-2 “In the beginning God the Father made the plans but the Son created the heaven and the earth John 1:3. And the earth was without form

HYPERLINK "_STRONG_H922|_STRONG2_|_STRONG3_|_NOLINK_|verse:1.1.2|modid:kjv"
, and void
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; and darkness [
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was
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 upon the face of the deep
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. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.” and brought everything to perfection. 
Salvation:
God the Father sent His Son to make the provision for our salvation (death and resurrection) and the Holy Spirit brings this to fulfillment in the believer. 

Titus 3:5 “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of [by] the Holy Ghost.”
The Resurrection of Christ was on the third day and He appeared to many: 

I Cor. 15:5-8 And that he was seen of Cephas
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, then of the twelve: After that
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, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once
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; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. After that
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, he was seen of James
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; then of all the apostles. And last of all he was seen of me also
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, as of one born out of due time.
Num. 4. 

The World’s Number 

The four Gentile empires: 

Dan. 2:32-33 “This image’s head [
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was
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 of fine gold
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, (Babylon) his breast and his arms of silver
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, (Media–Persia) his belly and his thighs of brass, (Greece) His legs of iron
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, his feet part of iron and part of clay. (Roman).” cf. The Four Beasts of Dan. 7.
The Four corners and the Four winds of the earth: 

Rev. 7:1  And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree. 
Num. 6.

Man’s Number
Six is the number of a man without God: 
Rev 13:18 “Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six.” 

Nebuchadnezzar’s idolatrous image:
Dan. 3:1 “Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold
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, whose height [
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was
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 threescore cubits
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HYPERLINK "_NOLINK_|_IGNORE_|verse:27.3.1|modid:kjv"
[

HYPERLINK "_STRONG_H6613|_STRONG2_|_STRONG3_|_NOLINK_|verse:27.3.1|modid:kjv"
and
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 the breadth thereof six cubits
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: he set it up in the plain of Dura
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, in the province of Babylon.”
God’s gives man (Israel) a six day work week: 

Ex. 31:15 “Six days may work be done; but in the seventh is the Sabbath of rest, holy to the LORD: whosoever does any work in the Sabbath day, he shall surely be put to death.” 

Num. 7.

Completeness, Perfection
Man’s number is 6 and is incomplete without God which number is 1.  6+1=7
Col. 2:10 “And ye (believers) are complete in him

HYPERLINK "_STRONG_G3739|_STRONG2_|_STRONG3_|_NOLINK_|verse:51.2.10|modid:kjv"
, (6+1) which is the head of all principality and power:”
God’s work of creation: 
Creation was accomplished in six days. Everything was made  and then God rested on the seventh day. The number 7 speaks, therefore, of full accomplishment.
Gen. 2:2-3 “And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his work which God created and made.” 

Job 42:8 God told Job’s to “make an offering of seven bullocks and seven rams, for his three friends. This is before the Law and around the time of Abraham. 
The number Seven was used figuratively very early in history:
Gen. 4:15 And the Lord said unto him, Therefore whosoever slays Cain
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, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold
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. And the LORD set a mark upon Cain
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, lest any finding him should kill him. 
Gen. 4:23-24 “And Lamech said unto his wives, Adah and Zillah, Hear my voice; ye wives of Lamech, hearken unto my speech: for I have slain a man to my wounding, (i.e. in self defense) and a young man to my hurt. “If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold, truly Lamech seventy and sevenfold.” 

Pharaoh’s dream: 
Gen 41:26-27  The seven good kine are seven years; and the seven good ears are seven years: the dream is one. And the seven thin and ill favored kine that came up after them are seven years; and the seven empty ears blasted with the east wind shall be seven years of famine. 

The consecration of the Tabernacle, Aaron the High Priest, and his sons: 

Lev 8:11 And he sprinkled thereof upon the altar seven times, and anointed the altar and all his vessels, both the laver and his foot, to sanctify them. 

Lev 8:33-35  And ye shall not go out of the door of the tabernacle of the congregation in seven days, until the days of your consecration be at an end: for seven days shall he consecrate you. As he has done this day, so the LORD has commanded to do, to make an atonement for you. Therefore shall ye abide at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation day and night seven days, and keep the charge of the LORD, that ye die not: for so I am commanded.  ) On the 8 Day the worship started in the tabernacle.  See the 8th day)
Lev. 26:18 And if ye will not yet for all this hearken unto me, then I will punish you seven times more for your sins. (verses 21, 24, 28).
Deut. 28:7 The LORD shall cause thine enemies that rise up against thee to be smitten before thy face: they shall come out against thee one way, and flee before thee seven ways. 
Lev. 28:25 The LORD shall cause thee to be smitten before thine enemies: thou shall go out one way against them, and flee seven ways before them: and shalt be removed into all the kingdoms of the earth. 
Isa. 4:1 And in that day seven women shall take hold of one man, saying, We will eat our own bread, and wear our own apparel: only let us be called by thy name, to take away our reproach. 
Elijah on Mt. Carmel:
I Kings 18:43-44 “And said to his servant, Go up now, look toward the sea. And he went up, and looked, and said, There is nothing. And he said, Go again seven times. And it came to pass at the seventh time, that he said, Behold, there arises a little cloud out of the sea, like a man’s hand. And he said, Go up, say unto Ahab, Prepare thy chariot, and get thee down, that the rain stop thee not.” 
Elisha and Naaman Leprosy:

II Ki. 5:14  “Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan, according to the saying of (Elisha) the man of God: and his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.” 
Miscellaneous 

Ps. 12:6 The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times.

Ps. 79:12 And render unto our neighbors sevenfold into their bosom their reproach, wherewith they have reproached thee, O Lord.
Prov. 6:16 These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him: 
Dan. 3:19 Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury,…. he spoke, and commanded that they should heat the furnace one seven times more than it was wont to be heated. 
Seven days make a week.

All eggs hatch in multiples of seven.

We have seven vocal cords.
In music there are 7 notes that make an octave. The next note starts a new octave. There are 7 octaves.

All major Sevens in the Bible are divided between 6 man’s number and 1 God’s number or divided between 4 the worlds number and Three the Try-unity (God’s number)

Matt. 13  Seven parables: 
These parables are the complete history of the kingdom of heaven: the first four were given to the disciples and the crowd; the last 3 parables were given only to the disciples. 4+3=7.
The Key word in the book of Revelation is number Seven, 54 xs.
The Seven Churches of Rev.: 

Rev. 2-3: The seven churches give the complete history of the Church (Christianity, True and false): 
A vision of the Holy Spirit:
Rev 4:5 “And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God.” (i.e. The fullness of the Holy Spirit) 
The book sealed with seven seals:  (Secured completely). 
Rev. 5:1 “And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book written within and on the backside
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, sealed with seven seals.”  This book is the “Title deed of the world”
The vision of the Lamb. Christ is that Lamb:
Rev. 5:6 “stood a Lamb, as it had been slain, having seven horns (complete power) and seven eyes,” (complete knowledge)
The Seven vials:  “fills up the wrath of God.” 
Rev. 15:7 “And one of the four beasts gave unto the seven angels seven golden vials full of the wrath of God
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, who lives for ever and ever.” 

The Seven heads of the beast:
Rev. 12:3 “”And there appeared another wonder in heaven
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; and behold a great red dragon
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, having seven heads. 
Seven wicked spirits: 
Matt. 12:45: The seven more wicked spirits which the unclean spirit associates with himself is an example of the bad sense. 
Num. 8.

New Beginnings

The eighth day is the first day of a new week. 
Ex. 22:30 “Likewise shall thou do with thine oxen, and with thy sheep: seven days it shall be with his dam; on the eighth day thou shall give it me. 

After the seventh day consecration of the Priest in the OT: 

Lev. 9:1 “And it came to pass on the eighth day, that Moses called Aaron and his sons, and the elders of Israel; (and they started their worship in the Tabernacle)
Circumcision: 
Lev. 12:3 “And in the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised. 

Those that have Leprosy become clean:
Lev. 14:10 “And on the eighth day he shall take two he lambs without blemish, and one ewe lamb of the first year without blemish, and three tenth deals of fine flour for a meat offering, mingled with oil, and one log of oil. 

Lev. 14:23 “And he shall bring them on the eighth day for his cleansing unto the priest, unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, before the LORD.  etc.
Jesus’ second appearance to the disciples:

John 20:26 And after eight days (Heb, counting “on the eighth day” Sunday) again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. 
Num. 10.

Responsibility
The measure of responsibility is that of judgment or of reward. 
The Ten commandments:
The Ten commandments are on the two tables of testimony, the measure, on the divine side, of man's responsibility. 
Deut. 4:13  And he declared unto you his covenant, which he commanded you to perform, even ten commandments; and he wrote them upon two tables of stone. 
The 10% (tithe) that God demanded of Israel:
Lev. 27:30-32  And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land, or of the fruit of the tree, is the LORD’S: it is holy unto the LORD.  And if a man will at all redeem ought of his tithes, he shall add thereto the fifth part thereof. And concerning the tithe of the herd, or of the flock, even of whatsoever passes under the rod, the tenth shall be holy unto the LORD. 

The Ten plagues fall upon Egypt: 
The Tenth plague they had to make the decision to put or not to put the blood on the door.
Ex. 12:13 “And the blood shall be to you for a token [sign] upon the houses where ye 
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: and when I see the blood
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, when I smite the land of Egypt.”

The Ten northern tribes: 

In the kingdom of the ten tribes, Ephraim was set on its own responsibility, apart from the rule of the house of David. 
I Kings 12:16 “So when all Israel saw that the king hearkened not unto them, the people answered the king, saying, What portion have we in David? Neither have we inheritance in the son of Jesse: to your tents, O Israel: now see to thine own house, David. So Israel departed unto their tents.” 

The Ten virgins:
In the ten virgins of the parable, responsibility is enforced; and here they are five wise, five foolish. The testimony here is that of the bridegroom’s return. 
Matt. 25:1-2 “Then
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 the bridegroom. And
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 foolish.”
Ten is sometimes used as a figure of speech for “many”:  
Gen. 31:7 “And your father has deceived me, and changed my wages ten times; but God suffered him not to hurt me.”

Num. 14:22 “Because all those men which have seen my glory, and my miracles, which I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and have tempted me now these ten times, and have not hearkened to my voice.” (you cannot count in the Bible that ten times Israel sinned against God in the wilderness.) 
Deut. 23:3 “An Ammonite or Moabite shall not enter into the congregation of the LORD

HYPERLINK "_STRONG_H6224|_STRONG2_|_STRONG3_|_NOLINK_|verse:5.23.3|modid:kjv"
; even to their tenth generation shall they not enter into the congregation of the LORD for

HYPERLINK "_STRONG_H5769|_STRONG2_|_STRONG3_|_NOLINK_|verse:5.23.3|modid:kjv"
ever:”
I Sam. 1:8 “Then said Elkanah her husband to her, Hannah, why weep thou? And why eat thou not? And why is thy heart grieved? Am not I better to thee than ten sons?”
Neh. 4:12 “And it came to pass, that when the Jews which dwelt by them came, they said unto us ten times, From all places whence ye shall return unto us [they will be upon you].

Dan. 1:20 “And in all matters of wisdom and understanding, that the king inquired of them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and astrologers that were in all his realm.” 
Rev 5:11 “And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands.” 
Num. 12 
Administration
Twelve Patriarchs: 
Acts 7:8 “And he gave him the covenant of circumcision: and so Abraham begat Isaac, and circumcised him the eighth day; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat the twelve patriarchs.” (The heads of the ten tribes.) 
Twelve Apostles: 
Matt. 19:28 ye
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 of Israel. This will be during the Millennium. 
New Jerusalem:
Rev.21:14 “And the wall of the city had twelve foundations
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, and in them the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.”
In the new Jerusalem, the number twelve is everywhere apparent: twelve gates, twelve foundations; twelve thousand furlongs, height, width and length.
Num. 40.

Testing 

The Noahic flood:

Gen 7:12  And the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty nights. 

After the flood was over:

Gen. 8:6 “And it came to pass at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the window of the ark which he had made:”

Moses met God after 40 years, at the age of 80:

Acts 7:30 “And when forty years were expired, there appeared to him in the wilderness of Mt. Sinai an angel of the Lord in a flame of fire in a bush.” 
God fed them Manna: 
Ex. 16:35  And the children of Israel did eat manna forty years, until they came to a land inhabited; they did eat manna, until they came unto the borders of the land of Canaan. 

Moses on the mountain:
Ex. 24:18 “And Moses went into the midst of the cloud, and gat him up into the mount: and Moses was in the mount forty days and forty nights.”
Moses on the mountain the second time:
Ex. 34:28 “And he was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights; he did neither eat bread
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, the ten commandments.”

The Spies Sent out to spy the Land (Num. 13:17-24):
Num. 13:25  And they returned from searching of the land after forty days. 

Num. 14:34 “After the number of the days in which ye searched the land, even forty days, each day for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even forty years, and ye shall know my breach of promise.”
David and Goliath:

I Sam. 17:16 And the Philistine drew near morning and evening, and presented himself forty days. 

Elijah:

I Kings 19:8 And he arose
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, and went in the strength of that meat forty days and forty nights unto Horeb the mount of God. 
Ezekiel’s prophecy:

Ezek. 29:11 “No foot of man shall pass through it, nor foot of beast shall pass through it, neither shall it be inhabited forty years.” 
Jonah’s preaching in Nineveh:

Jonah 3:4 “And Jonah began to enter into the city a day's journey, (763 B.C.) and he cried, and said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown.” 
The heathen city of Nineveh repented and was spared, but wicked Israel did not pay attention and repent.
Forty years later Israel (The Northern Kingdom) was destroyed by Assyria 723 B.C. and taken into captivity. 

Babylon destroyed Jerusalem 40 years after Jeremiah started preaching and Ezekiel was told to lie on his side for forty days:
Ezek. 4:4-7 Lie thou also upon thy left side
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 to the number of the days that thou shall lie upon it thou shall bear their iniquity. 5 For I have laid upon thee the years of their iniquity
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: so shall thou bear the iniquity of the house of Israel. 6 And when thou hast accomplished them, lie again on thy right side
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If you add the 390 years with the 40 years = 430 years.  David conquered Jerusalem in 1018 B.C. and Jerusalem was destroyed 430 years later in 588 B.C. 
Jer. 1:1-2  “The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, of the priests that were in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin: To whom the word of the LORD came in the days of Josiah the son of Amon king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign.” (This was 40 years before the destruction of Jerusalem in 588 B.C.)
Jesus’ stay on earth after His Resurrection was 40 days:

Acts 1:3 “To whom also he (Jesus) showed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God:” Warning the Jewish nation to Repent or be destroyed. 
Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans in 70 A.D. 40 years after Christ died on the Cross. 

Jesus’ parable: Matt.22:7 But when the king heard thereof, he was wroth: and he sent forth his armies (the Romans), and destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city (Jerusalem). 
Matt. 4:1-2 “Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred.” 

God’s Judgment for some sins:

Deut. 25:3 “Forty stripes he may give him, and not exceed: lest, if he should exceed, and beat him above these with many stripes, then thy brother should seem vile unto thee.” 

II Cor. 11:24 “Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one.” 
Summary
“Forty days”: “The frequency with which this period occurs in connection with special incidents in sacred history is remarkable and suggestive. It rained, e.g., forty days at the deluge (Gen 7:4; 12). Moses on two occasions was forty days with God on Mount Sinai (Ex. 24:18; 34:28). The intercession of Moses on behalf of the people to avert from them the Divine wrath, on account of their sin in worshipping the golden calf, lasted forty days (Deut. 9:25). The twelve spies were absent forty days during their inspection of the land of Canaan (Num. 13:25); and because of the rebellion, caused by their evil report, the children of Israel were doomed to wander in the wilderness forty years, corresponding to the forty days spent in the work of inspection (Num. 14:34). Elijah went, in the strength of the food which he received from the angel in the wilderness of Beersheba, forty days unto Horeb, the mount of God (I Ki. 19:8). The period of respite which was assigned to Nineveh was forty days, as Jonah was commissioned to preach in its streets: “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be destroyed” (Jonah 3:4). The temptation of our Lord in the wilderness lasted forty days (Mark 1:13; Luke 4:2).” Biblical Illustrator. Jesus after His resurrection did not ascend to the Father for forty days.   
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